have done and shall do our best for their dissemination. The body of *acts that they contain must ultimately be of eminent utility. Nor will probably have increased to the amount of from 220,000 to 240,000 yearlyIf the lowest of these numbers be taken, and the mortality be estimated at the lowest rate consistent with probability, namely, one in 50, there will in each of these years, at the same rate of mortality, have been at least 4,400 more deaths than in the year preceding. This number, therefore (being the probable increase, at the same rate of mortality) must be deducted; and the remaining numbers, which indicate increased mortality, will, for the year 1839-40 as compared with 1837-8, be about 7000; compared with 1838-9, about 14,700. Yet this increase is great; and inasmuch as there is reason to believe that it is not merely an apparent increase, arising, like that of births, from the improved efficiency of a registration which, at the commencement, was very defective (for the very efficient registration of deaths, even in the first year, left no such room for improvement), but that there has really been an increased mortality to that amount, a circumstance so serious demands attention and inquiry, with a view to ascertain the nature of the increase, and especially whether it has been sudden or progressive, general or local, and whether affecting equally or unequally all ages and both sexes." 4.
The proportion of male to female deaths in each of the three years has been nearly the same, as appears from the following numbers :? Males.
Females. 
177,929 172,172
The increase has been principally in the deaths of children, for more than half the excess over the deaths of 1838-9, and more than threefourths of the excess over those of 1837-8, consisted of the deaths of children under 5 years of age.
This increase of mortality has been confined to certain situations, others exhibiting a decrease.
Thus there has been a progressive decrease of mortality from 1837-8' in the metropolis and in Devonshire ; and a progressive increase fro#1 1837-8, in divisions 15, 18, 19, 20, 21 and Taking the numbers as they stand, 1 in 9,332 masons, carpenters, and butchers committed suicide in the year; and 1 in 1,669 tailors, shoemakers, and bakers : the tendency to suicide in the first class was as 1*0 to 5*6 in the second. The corrected mortality from suicide was 1-33 to 10,000 in the first class, and 7-43 to 10,000 in the second class.
A similar result is obtained by comparing the suicides in the class of labourers with those among artisans and tradespeople; for the tendency to suicide is twice as great among artisans as it is among labourers. 
